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d, The Comparative Literature Luncheon Series presents: ) Fall 2023
’ | Upcoming Events:
i

Monday, October 23
Hil Malatino

Beth Blum

Harvard University

Penn State
"The Work of Trans Affect"

Monday, October 30

Gabeba Baderoon

Penn State

“Looking Sideways"

Monday, November 6

[ o puv A

Christopher Lowy

Carnegie Mellon University
“What We (Don’t) Talk about When Talk

about Literature: The Visual

Monday, October 16

12:30-1:30 p.m.
102 Kern BUilding Representation of Language and Why it

Matters”

Beth Blum teaches modern and contemporary literature at Harvard University, where she is the
Harris K Weston Associate Professor of the Humanities. Her book, The Self-Help Compulsion: Follow us on Instagram!
Searching for Advice in Modern Literature was published in 2020 with Columbia University Press. @pennstatecmlit

She has published academic articles in PMLA, MLQ, Modernism/modernity, and American Literary T AFERERATROrTETA
History, and public-facing essays in Aeon Magazine, The New Yorker, and The Chronicle of Higher
Education, among other places. She is the British and Anglophone Book Reviews editor for the - Sponsored by:
Journal Comparative Literature.

In the past decade, calls for “unlearning” have reached unprecedented prominence in both public |k} COMP. ARATIVE LITER ATURE

and academic spheres. In the field of American self-help, “intentional unlearning” has become
almost a subgenre unto itself with publications such as Unlearn: Let Go of Past Success to Achieve ’..:»h-

(2018); Relational Reset: Unlearning the Habits that Hold You Back (2019); Unlearning the Ropes: i;i’r C G S
The Benefits of Rethinking what School Teaches You (2021), and too many others to list. The trend %}}

also informs literary criticism. Jack Halberstam, in @ 2012 MLA address, exhorts us to “unlearn the 1}

wisdom of the past and substitute wild forms of experimentation for domesticated tried-and-true
traditions of thought.” Franco Moretti maintains that “unlearning” is what his “distant reading” s centerfor

Center for Global Studies

habits. This talk traces the discourse of unlearning—and its concomitant undermining of scholarly
forms of education and attention—from Buddhist ideals of “deconditioning” that gained American
traction in the 1960s, through to academic satires of DH Lawrence and Zadie Smith, and up to the @ PennState

contemporary phenomenon of YouTube reaction videos. | suggest that the concept’s contemporary College of the Liberal Arts
vogueishness obfuscates the role that unlearning has always played in humanist methods and

enables, while post-critique manifestoes hinge on the trope of “unlearning” professional reading Fie Humanities and Information k

moddne 3, popp XP.
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. This publication is available in alternative media on request. Penn State is an equal opportunity, affirmative action employer, and is committed to providing employment
opportunities to all qualified applicants without regard to race, color, religion, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, disability or protected veteran status. Penn
State encourages qualified persons with disabilities to participate in its programs and activities. If you anticipate needing any type of accommodation or have questions about the
physical access provided, please contact Olivia Beveridge at 814-863-4288 or odb2@psu.edu, in advance of your participation or visit. U.Ed. LBS 24-065
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https://www.instagram.com/pennstatecmlit

